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Period f rR ply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 1 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may bo available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days vflll be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

• Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

• Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)l3 This action is non-final. 
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Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 
I. Claims 1 -1 5, drawn to a filter, classified in class 21 0, subclass 440. 
il. Claims 1 6-1 8, drawn to a filtration system, classified in class 21 0, 
subclass 168. 

Inventions II and I are related as combination and subcombination. Inventions in 
this relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1) the combination as claimed does 
not require the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for patentability, and (2) 
that the subcombination has utility by itself or in other combinations (MPEP § 
806.05(c)). In the instant case, the combination as claimed does not require the 
particulars of set forth In claims 3-15 of the subcombination. The subcombination has 
separate utility such as filter used in a hydraulic system. 

Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have 
acquired a separate status in the art because of their recognized divergent subject 
matter, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

This application discloses four patently distinct species that correspond to the 

drawings as follows: 

Species Fiaurefs) 
1 2-3 



2 
3 
4 



4-5 
6 

14. 
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This application contains claims directed to the following patentably distinct 
species of the claimed invention: 

Claims 1, 2, 16, and 17 correspond to species 1, 2, and 4; 
Claims 3-7, 10-14, and 18 correspond to species 1 and 2; 
Claim 8 corresponds to species 1 ; 
Claim 9 corresponds to species 2; 
Claim 15 corresponds to species 4. 

Applicant is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 to elect a single disclosed species for 
prosecution on the merits to which the claims shall be restricted if no generic claim is 
finally held to be allowable. Currently, no claims are generic. 

Applicant is advised that a reply to this requirement must include an identification 
of the species that is elected consonant with this requirement, and a listing of all claims 
readable thereon, including any claims subsequently added. An argument that a claim 
is allowable or that all claims are generic is considered nonresponsive unless 
accompanied by an election. 

Upon the allowance of a generic claim, applicant will be entitled to consideration 
of claims to additional species which are written in dependent form or otherwise include 
all the limitations of an allowed generic claim as provided by 37 CFR 1 .141 . If claims 
are added after the election, applicant must indicate which are readable upon the 
elected species. MPEP § 809.02(a). 

Should applicant traverse on the ground that the species are not patentably 
distinct, applicant should submit evidence or identify such evidence now of record 
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showing the species to be obvious variants or clearly admit on the record that this is the 
case. In either instance, if the examiner finds one of the inventions unpatentable over 
the prior art, the evidence or admission may be used in a rejection under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) of the other invention. 

Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must 
include an election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be 
traversed (37 CFR 1.143). 

A telephone call was made to Ms. Julie Daulton on 3-25-03 to request an oral 
election to the above restriction requirement, but did not result in an election being 
made. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications firom the 
examiner should be directed to Matthew O Savage whose telephone number is 703- 
308-3854. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 6:00am-2:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wanda W. Walker can be reached on 703-308-0457. The fax phone 
numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703- 
872-9310 for regular communications and 703-872-931 1 for After Final 
communications. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308- 
0661. 

Matthew O Savage 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1723 

mos 

March 25, 2003 



We claim: 



(Amended) A liquid filter construction comprising 

(a) a metal baffle plate having an inlet arrangement and an outlet arrangement; 

(i) said metal baffle plate having an average cross-sectional thickness of at 
least 0.080 inch; 

(b) a metal can having an interior and an average cross-sectional wall thickness 
different than that of said metal baffle plate thickness; said metal can average 
cross-sectional wall thickness being at least 0.008 inch; 

(i) said metal can being secured to said [steel] metal baffle plate along a laser 
welded seam; and 

(c) a filter element operably oriented within said interior of said metal can. 
(c) 




a filter element/perably oriented within said interior of said metal 



can. 



A liquid filter construction according to claim 1 wherein: 

(a) one of said inlet arrangement and said outlet arrangement defines a 
tubular member having an outer, armular surface; and 

(b) said filter element intludes at least a first end cap and a media pack 
secured to said first end cap. 



A liquid filter construction according to claim 2 fiuther comprismg: 
(a) a radially directed seal between said first end cap and said outer, annular 
surfiu:e of said tubular member. 



A liquid filter construction according to claim 3 vrfierein: 

(a) said baffle plate includes an inner surface oriented within said can 

interior, and an opposite outer surface remote fix)m said can interior; 

(i) said baffle plate including a channel in said outer surface 
constructed and arranged to hold a seal member. 

A liquid filter construction according to claim 4 wherein: 
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(a) said first end cap includes a plurality of axially extending protrusions 
engaging said inner surface of said baffle plate; and 

(b) said first end cap radially abuts said outer, annular surface of said tubular 
member to fonn said radially directed seal. 

A liquid filter construction according to claim 5 wherein: 

(a) said filter element further includes a second end cap and an inner liner, 

(i) said media pack extending between said first end cap and said 

second end cap 

(ii) said media pack circumscribing said inner liner. 

A liquid filter construction according to claim 6 further including: 
(a) a rigid structural member oriented in said can interior, 

(i) said rigid structural member abutting an end of said can remote 
ftom said baffle plate and supporting said filter element 

A liquid filter construction according to claim 7 wherein: 

(a) said rigid structural member is secured to said second end cap. 

A liquid filter construction according to claim 7 wherein: 

(a) said rigid structural member is an integral part of said inner liner. 

A liquid filter construction according to claim 7 wherein: 

(a) said rigid structural member comprises a bypass valve assembly. 

A liquid filter construction according to claim 6 wherein: 
(a) said second end cap includes a plurality of radially directed protrusions 
engaging an inner portion of said can. 

A liquid filter construction according to claim 6 wherein: 
(a) said media pack comprises pleated paper potted wittiin said first and 
second end caps; 
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(b) smd first and second end caps comprise urethane or acrylic; and 

(c) said inner liner comprises a rigid, plastic material. 

A liquid filter construction according to claim 1 wherein: 

(a) said bafile plate is steel and has an average cross-sectional thickness of 
no greater than 3.0 in.; 

(b) said can is steel and has an average cross-sectional wall thickness of no 
greater than 0.048 in. 

A liquid filter construction according to claim 13 wherein: 
(a) ^ said baffle plate has an outer annular surface; 

(i) said laser welded seam being between said can and said outer 
annular surface of said baffle plate. 

A liquid filter construction according to clmm 1 wherein: 
(a) said filter element is sealed against said baffle plate by an axially directed 
seal. 

A ffltration system comprising: 

(a) an engine havmg a size of at least 10 hp and a lubrication system; and 

(b) a filter construction operably mounted to clean liquid flowing in said 
lubrication system; said filter construction including: 

(i) a metal can having an interior and a furst average cross-sectional 
wall thickness; 

(ii) a metal baffle plate having an inlet oriented to take in liqviid to be 
cleaned for said lubrication system and an outlet oriented to 
exhaust cleaned liquid; 

(A) said metal baffle plate having a second average cross- 
sectional thickness; the second average cross-sectional 
wall thickness being at least 200% of the first average 
cross-sectional wall thickness; , 

(B) said metal can being secured to said metal baffle plate 
along a laser welded seam; and 
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(iii) a filter element operably oriented within said interior of said 
metal can. 

A filtration system according to claim 16 wherein: 
(a) said lubrication system is constructed and arranged to operate at 
pressures no greater than about 200 psi. 

A filtration system according to claim 16 wherein: 
(a) said filter element having at least a first end cap and a media pack 
secured to said first end cap; , r . 

(i) said first end cap radially abutting said outer, annular surface of 
said tubular member to form a radially directed seal between said 
first end cap and said tubular member. 

A method of constructing a filter; the method comprising: / 

(a) inserting a filter element into a metal can; the nwtol can having at least 
one open end and a first average cross-sectional wall thickness; 

(b) covering the one open end with a metal baffle plate; the baffle plate 
having a second average cross-sectional tfcickness; 

(i) the second average cross-sectional thickness being at least 200% 
of the first average crossT-Sebtfonal wall thickness; and 

(c) securing the baffle plate to th/ :an l5y laser welding. 

A method according to claim 19 whereJ^: 

(a) said step of securing incluTO^laser welding at least first and second, 

spaced tacks between the baffle plate and the can and then laser welding 
at least a 360** seam bet^en the baffle plate and the can; 

(i) the first averaaft cross-sectional wall thickness of the can being at 
least 0.008 inph; and 

(ii) the second perage cross-sectional wall thickness of the baffle 
plate beinjg at least about 0.08 inch. 
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